The Effects of Using a Ca 


The Thrifty Violet Saves P.36 


November +. December 2024 Vol.77 No.6 www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 


AVSA Information 


FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITH YOUR SOCIETY 


For accurate service, send your inquiries to the correct person. 


Always include your name and address. 


E AVSA Business 

*AVSA Office Address: AVSA, P.O. Box 22417, 

Beaumont, TX 77720 

*Office Manager: Amy Carruth (844) 400-AVSA (2872); 
(409) 839-4725; Fax (409) 839-4329. 

Email: avsa@earthlink.net. 

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CT. 

Official Correspondence: AVSA Secretary, P.O. Box 22417, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Email: secretary@avsa.org. 


E Membership and Affiliates 

New or Renewal Membership: Membership application 
available on page 55 of this issue or at www.africanviolet 
societyofamerica.org/participate/membership. Send 
check payable to AVSA in U.S. dollars from a U.S. bank; 
VISA or Mastercard for new or renewable membership to 
AVSA Office; or pay online. 

«Change of Address: Send new address to AVSA Office 

at least 30 days before it is to take effect, along with 

old address. 

*Membership Cards: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective 
cover of AVM. 

«Membership Committee: Send ideas, offers to help and 
requests for assistance to Stephen Covolo-Hudson. 
Email: membership@avsa.org. 

Affiliate Committee: For information on how to organize 


a chapter, write Mary Thompson. Email: affiliate@avsa.org. 


E Shows and Judges 

*Shows and Judges Committee: Mary Corondan. 

Email: judges@avsa.org. 

*Show Schedule Approval: For information on Shows, 
AVSA Awards and approving schedules, email Susan 
Anderson at showschedule@avsa.org and attach a copy 
of your show schedule. 

*Order AVSA Rosettes: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is 
needed — standard, species, mini-semi; they can be 
mixed color and size, all same price. All rosettes are 
$12.00 each, added to price of SSA packet. 


«Judging School: To register a judging school, send request 
to Ruth Loomis. Email: ruthloomis@msn.com. A registration 
fee of $15 is required and should be sent to the AVSA Office. 


*Judges’ Duplicate Cards: Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Mary Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, 
Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 


E AVSA Fundraising 

Fundraising: Randy G. Deutsch, Chair. 

Email: fundraising@avsa.org. 

*Funds: Booster Donations, Boyce Edens Research 
Fund, Barbara Burde Endowment Fund, Anne & Frank 
Tinari Endowment Fund. 

Payment: Contribute through the website or mail to 
AVSA Office; please designate fund. 


E African Violet Magazine 

*AVM Editor: Sophia Bennett, P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, 
TX 77720. Email: editor@avsa.org. 

*Copyright: Copyrighted 2024, The African Violet Society 
of America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in 
whole or in part, in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, without permission is prohibited. All 
articles are property of AVSA and must not be reprinted 
without Editor’s permission. 

«Publication Deadlines: Jan. issue: Nov. 1; Mar. issue: 
Jan. 1; May issue: Mar. 1; July issue: May 1; Sept. issue: 
July 1; Nov. issue: Sept. 1. 

«Articles, Columns and Memorials: Send to Editor by 
publication deadline. 

»Coming Events: Send to Editor or fill out event form 

on www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org by 
publication deadline. 

»Advertising Rates and Information: Richard Craft, Chair. 
Email: advertising@avsa.org. Send advertising to Chair 
by publication deadline. 

*Back Issues: Complete your set now. Request price list 
of available issues from AVSA Office. Send SASE for list 
or download from the AVSA Store. 


E International Registrar 

Plant Registration: Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: registration@avsa.org. 

«Master Varieties List Supplements: Download from 
AVSA website or order from AVSA office for $2. Orders in 
writing only. Send any correction and/or description of 
new cultivars with hybridizer’s name to Dr. Jeff Smith. 
«Research: Send suggested projects for scientific 
research or names of interested, qualified, 

potential research personnel to Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: research@avsa.org. 

*AVSA Scholarship Program: Dr. Charles Ramser. 
Email: scholarship@avsa.org. 


E AVSA Convention 

Convention: Kathy Lahti, Convention Chair. 

Email: convention@avsa.org. 

+2025 Convention: May 25-June 1, DoubleTree by 
Hilton Kansas City - Overland Park, Overland 

Park, Kansas. 

»Future Dates: If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Chair. 
*Convention Programs: Send special requests for 
workshop programs or interesting speakers to 
Convention Chair. 

«Convention Awards: Send suggestions to Terri Post. 
Email: awards@avsa.org. Send contributions to 
AVSA Office. 

«Commercial Activities, Sales and Exhibits: For 
information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Kathy Bell. Email: commercials@avsa.org. 


Join, renew and learn more at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Every attempt is made to keep 
articles technically correct. Since the 
growing of fine African violets can be 
achieved in many ways, the methods 
and opinions expressed by writers 
are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of AVSA. 
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Many thanks to all of you who responded 
to the Virtual Circle survey that was sent via 
the AVSA News in August. The results were 
compiled, and the committee is prioritizing 
your recommendations as to upcoming Zoom 
presentations. Sandi Soto has an article on 
page 23 in this issue about the next program, 
which will be on Sunday, November 24 at 3 
p.m. Central time. This presentation will fea- 
ture Kurt Jablonski with the topic of “From a 
Leaf to a Show Plant.” You will want to reg- 
ister at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
so you can attend this informative program. 
There is a link to register on the home page. 
A personal email will be sent to you from 
the AVSA Office on Wednesday, November 
20 with the Zoom link. If you do not receive 
the information on that date, please contact 
Amy on Thursday, November 21. The AVSA 
Office is closed on Fridays. 


Did you know that AVSA has many presenta- 
tions on YouTube? There are over 30 videos 
and programs on the AVSA YouTube channel. 
If your affiliate has a speaker cancel at the 
last minute, one of these videos might be 
used as a program at the meeting instead. 
To access these, go to www.youtube.com/ 
AfricanVioletSocietyofAmerica/videos or use 
this QR code. 


President's Message 
By Mary Corondan 


Email: president @avsa.org 


Please remember AVSA during this gift-giving 
season. AVSA makes a once-a-year request for 
donations, and Giving Tuesday is the perfect 
time for your donation. You may specify your 
giving as a Booster donation (general) or 
give to the Barbara Burde Fund (technology), 
Boyce Edens Research Fund (scholarship and 
research) and/or Tinari Endowment Fund 
(perpetuity of AVSA). You have the option of 
sending your donation to the AVSA Office 
or giving online. You can even designate a 
monthly or yearly donation to AVSA on the 
website. Your support of AVSA is appreciated. 


Do 100% of the members of your local affili- 
ate have a membership in AVSA? This should 
be a goal for every club. One affiliate is even 
giving gift memberships to its members who 
are not current AVSA members to celebrate 
the club’s 50th anniversary. This is a wonder- 
ful way to support our national organization. 
An affiliate could also gift an AVSA member- 
ship to new club members to welcome them 
to the organization. 


The 2025 AVSA Convention will be May 25 to 
June 1 at the DoubleTree Overland Park Kansas 
City. Save the dates! The Missouri Valley 
African Violet Council will be our host for this 
event. Convention Chair Randy G. Deutsch, 
Show Chair Linda Hall and their committees 
are putting together a glorious convention 
experience for us all. 


| hope your fall violet sales have gone well. 
Inspire others to grow violets by having 
healthy starter plants at your affiliate sales. 
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Like many of you, my appreciation for 
African violets was inspired by someone spe- 
cial: my grandma Stella, who passed away 
in 2015. | still have one of her plants in my 
collection, and as | was watering my violets 
recently, | made a wonderful discovery. For 
the first time in many years, that plant is 
about to bloom. 


It’s the time of year for a little magic. Have 
your African violets done anything to sur- 
prise and delight you lately? | hope you get 
a pleasant reminder of why this is such a 
fulfilling hobby during this celebratory season. 


It’s also the time of year for gratitude, and | 
am grateful for another detailed contribution 
from Dr. Jeff Smith. In this issue, he dives into 
what happens when growers add a Cal-Mag 
supplement to a fertilizer regimen (page 30). 


| know lm going to need to deal with some 
necks the next time | repot, so | went dig- 
ging through the African Violet Magazine 
archives for advice on what to do. | found 
more information than | dreamed possible in 
a wonderful article by Kent and Joyce Stork 
called “The Neck Doctor.” A portion of the 
article is featured on page 40. 


If you’re struggling with holiday gift ideas for 
the plant lovers in your life (or want to add 
suggestions to your Christmas list), we’ve 
revived our December gift guide. AVSA's 
board members had plenty of suggestions 


Editor’s Notes 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor @avsa.org 


for what they’d like to see in their stockings 
this year. Many of the products rec- 
ommended on page 48 are quite affordable 
and would make fitting presents for club 
members. 


AVSA’s annual Honor Roll of African Violets 
(page 10) and Best Varieties List (page 12) 
are also great places to look for gift ideas. 
The lists recommend plants that are easy to 
grow and produce beautiful results. Add 
these suggestions to your own list or seek 
them out to share with others. 


| wish all of you the happiest of holiday 
seasons. 


Next Virtual 
Circle on November 24 

Sign up for Kurt Jablonski’s Virtual Cir- 
cle program today! His presentation is 
“From a Leaf to a Show Plant” and will 
be presented on Sunday, November 24 
at 3 p.m. Central time via Zoom. To 
register, go to www.africanvioletsocietyof 
america.org, click on the Virtual Circle 
icon and fill out the registration infor- 
mation. Once you have registered, a 
Zoom link will be emailed to you on 
Wednesday, November 20. If you do not 
receive the Zoom link that day, please 
contact the AVSA office on Thursday and 
the link will be resent. Please remember 
the AVSA office is closed on Fridays. 
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Ma's Soiree 


Hybridized by: O. Robinson 
Grown by: Melanie Garceau 
Standard 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Award-Winning Plants and 
Designs from the AVSA Convention 


Í = Email: editor@ avsa.org 


Sport of 
EK-Belaia Koroleva 


Best New Cultivar 
(Commercial) 
Hybridized by: B. J. Ohme 
fs Grown by: B. J. Ohme 
Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Standard 


Nelly’s Legacy 


2nd Best New Cultivar 
(Commercial) 
Hybridized by: B. J. Ohme 
Originated by: Trudy Brekel and 
— A y Irina Nicholson 

Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Standard 
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S. 5c1 clone tongwensis 
Uppsala 3397 
Best AVSA Species Collection 


(Commercial) 
Grown by: B. J. Ohme 


S. 58 clone intermedia 


2nd Best AVSA Species 
Collection (Commercial) 
Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Grown by: Joanne Schrimsher 
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“12 to 18 Inches” 


Best Dish Garden 
Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Designed by: Sayeh Beheshti 


“Terrarium” 


Best Container Garden/ 
Best Terrarium 
Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Designed by: Anna Lammersen 
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AVSA 


Favorite 
iolet 


Contest 


OPEN TO ALL AVSA 
MEMBERS 


How to Enter 
Submit a photo of you holding or alongside your favorite blooming violet to 
the marketing@avsa.org email. 
The name of the violet or NOID (if unknown) should be included in the 
submission email along with the following contact information: Name, 
Address, Phone Number, Email Address and AVSA Membership Number. 
The photo should have a minimum quality of at least 300ppi and a maximum 
size of 4MB. 
Include in the photo a piece of paper with the current date written legibly 
on it. 1t should be in an area of the photo that can be easily cropped out. 


Deadlines 


The 2024 contest begins.on May 1st, 2024. 

Entries for 2024 are due by December 1st, 2024. 

Voting begins on January 1st, 2025. 

Voting ends on March 31st, 2025. 

The winner will be announced in the May/June AVSA magazine and at the 
2025 AVSA National Convention. 


For More Details: www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/contest-my-favorite-violet 
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AVSA Honor Roll of 
African Violets 2024 


By Trudy Brekel 


Email: bestvariety @ avsa.org 


l am happy to announce that we have an 
addition to the Honor Roll this year. Congrat- 
ulations to Stephen Covolo-Hudson for his 
plant that joined others for this award. 


To be on the Honor Roll of African Violets, 
a variety must have appeared in the Best 
Varieties List for three consecutive years. This 


E 1998 
eNess' Crinkle Blue (8136) e(D. Ness) 
eInternational e(B. Johnson) 


E 1999 
eMilky Way Trail (7469) e(J. Stahl) 
«Ness' Satin Rose (8144) e(D. Ness) 


E 2000 
e Powwow (7708) e(K. Stork) 
e Rob’s Sticky Wicket (6467) e(R. Robinson) 


E 2001 
e Windy Day (7719) e(Stork/Boone) 


E 2002 
There were no 2002 additions to the 
Honor Roll. 


E 2003 
eRainbow’s Quiet Riot e(R. Wasmund) 


E 2004 
eFrozen In Time (9167) e(S. Sorano) 
eOrchard's Bumble Magnet (8479) e(R. Wilson) 


E 2005 
eRebel’s Splatter Kake (8695) e(R. Bann) 


E 2006 
There were no 2006 additions to the 
Honor Roll. 


isn't easy to do, as sometimes a variety that 
could be added to the Honor Roll is 
dropped from the Best Varieties List after two 
years. This happens when a plant doesn’t get 
enough votes. When it is time to vote, get 
your choices in so that your favorite varieties 
can make the Honor Roll. It is important for 
your voice to be heard. 


E 2007 
eACA’s Red Ember (8732) e(J. Brownlie) 


E 2008 
eBlue Dragon (9516) 
e(L. Lyon Greenhouses/P. Sorano) 


E 2009 
eBob Serbin (8292) e(J. Brownlie) 


E 2010 
There were no 2010 additions to the 
Honor Roll. 


E 2011 
ePlumberry Glow (9187) 
e(L. Lyon Greenhouses/P. Sorano) 


E 2012 
There were no 2012 additions to the 
Honor Roll. 


E 2013 
eHarbor Blue (6174) 


E 2014 
eRob’s Chilly Willy (8170) e(R. Robinson) 
eRob’s Fuddy Duddy (7886) e(R. Robinson) 


Ml 2015-2017 
There were no additions these years to the 
Honor Roll. 
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E 2018 

eBuckeye Cranberry Sparkler (8745) 

e(P. Hancock) 

eBuckeye Seductress (9669) e(P. Hancock) 
ePrecious Red (9724) e(H. Pittman) 
eRob's Boolaroo (8053) e(R. Robinson) 


E 2019 

e Jersey Snow Flakes (9820) e(R. Kurzynski) 
e Buckeye Nostalgia (10484) e(P. Hancock) 
e Jolly Orchid (9719) e(H. Pittman) 

e Kentucky Gooseberries e(D. Rollins) 


E 2020 

e The Alps (7813) e(K. Horikoshi/H. Sawara) 
eEdge of Darkness (10677) 

e(Paul Sorano/Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses) 


E 2021 

eCarolina Elegant Affair (10913) 

e(L. Abplanalp) 

eRob’s Vanilla Trail (9296) e(R. Robinson) 


H 2022 

e Rose Bouquet (9028) e(G. T. Smith) 
ePixie Blue (2598) e(L. Lyon) 
eHunter’s Kashmir e(K. Muzalewski) 


E 2023 
There were no 2023 additions to the 
Honor Roll. 


E 2024 
eSteffano's Azure Diamonds (9669) e(S. Covolo) 


AVSA Drinkware 


Order Yours Now! 
AVSA has contracted with MD Engraving (Sioux Falls, 
SD), to bring you customizable drinkware products. 


Perfect for the office or growing room. Great gift for 
outgoing officers or judges! 


CUSTOMIZABLE (no extra cost) 

O Choose one of three AVSA logos or 
submit your own affiliate logo 

0 Add a second image to the reverse 
side 

0 Add a name personalization 

O Many options available 


FEATURES 

O High quality double-insulated 
stainless steel drinkware maintains 
beverage temperature 
Hand wash - easy to clean 
Available in many styles and colors 
Optional lid choice 


Place group order and save on shipping. 
Orders over $110.01 shipped free! 


See details and place orders at 
mdengravinggifts.com/avsa-orders.html 


Proceeds benefit the 
African Violet Society of America Inc. 
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AVSA's Best Varieties List for 2024 


By Trudy Brekel 


Email: bestvariety @avsa.org 


The Best Varieties List helps growers learn 
about violet varieties that are easy and enjoy- 
able to grow. If you want to grow amazing 
plants, check this list to see what other peo- 
ple are growing. If you have a favorite 
hybridizer and their plants grow well for 
you, this list will give you more information 
on other plants from that hybridizer. The 
votes are in, and we've listed below the 25 
best African violet varieties for 2024. 


Any African violet grower can participate in 
choosing plants for the Best Varieties List. 


Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler 
e(8745) 07/27/1998 e(P. Hancock) 
eSemidouble bright pink ruffled 
pansy/variable raspberry fantasy; 
raspberry edge. 

eVariegated dark green, cream and 
pink, plain, glossy/red back. 
eLarge (DAVS 1621). 


Ness' Crinkle Blue 

+ (8136) 01/19/1995 e(D. Ness) 

eDouble dark blue star/variable thin 
white edge. 

eDark green, quilted, serrated/red back. 
eSemiminiature. 


Buckeye Nostalgia 

e(10484) 01/05/2012 e(P. Hancock) 
eSemidouble pale blue ruffled pansy. 
eVariegated medium green and cream. 
eStandard (DAVS 1753). 


There are always two ways you can vote — 
by filling out the form on the AVSA web- 
site and mailing it in, or through our on- 
line voting system. Voting for your favorite 
2025 varieties will start on the first day of 
the year and close on June 30, which will 
give everyone six months to get their 
votes in. Watch for more 2025 voting infor- 
mation in future issues of African Violet 
Magazine and Growing Tips and on AVSA's 
social media sites. 


Carolina Elegant Affair 

e(10913) 07/31/2017 e(L. Abplanalp) 
eSingle-semidouble white ruffled 
star/pink patches. 

eVariegated medium green and white, 
quilted, wavy. 

eStandard. 


Rob's Boolaroo 

e(8053) 03/05/1994 e(R. Robinson) 
eSemidouble light pink sticktite 
pansy/bright blue fantasy. 
eMedium green, quilted. 
eSemiminiature trailer. 


Jersey Snow Flakes 

©(9820) 12/14/2007 e(R. Kurzynski) 
eSingle-semidouble white pansy/white 
sparkle overlay. 

eVariegated medium green and white, 
plain, quilted. 

eStandard. 
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Rob's Fuddy Duddy 

e(7886) 06/02/1993 e(R. Robinson) 
eSemidouble dark mauve-purple 
sticktite pansy. 

eDark green, quilted. 
eSemiminiature. 


Hunter's Kashmir 

e (11227) 07/17/2019 e(K. Muzalewski) 
eSemidouble lavender frilled 

pansy/purple edge. 

eVariegated dark green and cream, ruffled. 
eLarge. 


Jolly Orchid 

e (9719) 01/15/2007 *(H. Pittman) 
eDouble orchid and white pansy. 
eMedium green, plain, quilted. 
eMiniature (DAVS 1661, TX Hyb). 


Rose Bouquet 

e(9028) 04/12/2001 e(G. T. Smith) 
eDouble pink frilled star/darker eye. 
eMosaic variegated medium green, 
pink and white, plain, quilted. 
eStandard. 


Honey Blue Ace 

e (9265) 08/14/2003 e(H. Pittman) 
eSemidouble dark blue pansy/white edge. 
eMedium green, plain. 

eMiniature (DAVS 1580, TX Hyb). 


Precious Red 

e (9724) 01/15/2007 e(H. Pittman) 
eSemidouble-double dark red pansy. 
eDark green, plain/red back. 

e Miniature. 


Buckeye Seductress 

e(9669) 07/13/2006 e(P. Hancock) 

eDouble dark lavender star/wide white 
band, green edge. 

eVariegated medium green and cream, plain. 
eLarge (DAVS 1632). 


Harbor Blue 

e (6174) 02/24/1986 e(T. Weber) 
eSingle light blue/darker eye. 
eDark green, plain/red back. 
eLarge. 


Steffano's Azure Diamonds 

e(11157) 03/21/2019 e(S. Covolo) 
eSingle-semidouble light blue pansy/darker 
rays and veining on the tips and edges. 
eDark green, plain, quilted. Serrated. 
eLarge. 


Steffano's Starry Eyes 

e(11158) 03/21/2019 e(S. Covolo) 
eSingle-semidouble white large fluted 
star/pink eye. 

eVariegated dark green, cream, and pink, 
plain, quilted. 

eStandard. 


Tiger 

e(3433) 06/01/1978 e(l. Fredette) 
eSemidouble dark blue-violet. 
eVariegated. 

eLarge. 


Buckeye Cherry Topping 

e(8743) 07/27/1998 e(P. Hancock) 
eSingle-semidouble bright pink sticktite 
pansy/cherry frilled edge. 

eVariegated black-green, cream and pink, 
plain, glossy/red back. 

eLarge (DAVS 1617). 


Buckeye Lady Love 

e(10978) 04/24/2018 e(P. Hancock) 
eSingle-semidouble rose large ruffled 
star/lighter edge. 

eVariegated dark green, cream and pink, 
plain, glossy/red back. 

eLarge. 


Irish Flirt 

e(7577) 11/07/1991 e(S. Sorano) 

eDouble bright green and white frilled star. 
eMedium green, wavy. 

eSemiminiature. 


Picasso 

e (6924) 10/04/1988 e(M. Tremblay) 
eDouble light blue and white/variable 
white fantasy. 

eVariegated medium green, 
plain/silver-green back. 

eLarge (CA). 
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Rob's Chilly Willy 

e(9461) 07/30/2005 e(R. Robinson) 
eDouble silver-white star/medium blue 
overlay, edge. 

eCrown variegated medium green and 
white, pointed. 

e Miniature. 


Rob's Vanilla Trail 

e(9296) 11/21/2003 e(R. Robinson) 
eDouble cream to blush white pansy. 
eDark green, quilted, serrated, pointed. 
eSemiminiature trailer. 


The weather is changing, so growers are 
in good shape to ship leaves/plants most 
places. 


| have sent out emails to people who | have 
been able to make a match for. Please check 
your spam to see if an email has been sent 
to you. Several months ago, my friend had 
Juicy available, but the person requesting it 
never replied. Also, if you no longer want a 
violet, or you have offered to share a violet 
but have lost that plant, please contact me 
so | can update the list. 


The Alps 

e(7813) 10/03/1992 e(K. Horikoshi/H. Sawara) 
eSingle-semidouble chimera white 
pansy/light blue stripe. 

eMedium green, plain, quilted. 

eStandard. 


Buffalo Hunt 

e(8925) 01/08/2001 e(K. Stork) 
eSemidouble-double red frilled pansy. 
eMedium green, plain. 

eStandard. 


$ ™ Violets Most Wanted List 


: By Mary Thompson 


Email: preservingviolets(Wavsa.org 


Here are several plants we are still looking 
for. If you can help us out, please sign 
up to share at www.africanvioletsocietyof 
america.org. Click on Participate, then Most 
Wanted Violets, then fill out the form. 
Buckeye Freckles Galore 
Midget Silver Fox 
Ness’ Chatty Kathy 
Party Dress 
Pink Bonanaza 
PT-Ledi Gamil’ton (PT-Lady Hamilton) 
Tiffany (Volkman) 
Old Dominion Sparkler 
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E African Violet and Gesneriad Society of 
Syracuse, NY — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Mac's Misty 
Meadow, Rob's Denim Demon, Thunder 
Surprise; Bestin Show/Best Semiminiature: 
Mac's Misty Meadow; 2nd Best in Show/Best 
Miniature: Honey Blue Ace; Best Standard: 
Cajun's Royal Knockout; Best Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus ‘Bristol’s Sex Kitten’; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Donna Coleman. 
eBest Trailer: LE-Erika; Best Species: 

S. 5b clone confusa; Design Sweepstakes, 
Jane Feldman. 

eBest Design, Penny Moore. 


E African Violet and Gesneriad Society of 
Western New York, NY — Winners: 

e Best in Show/Best Standard: Utomlennoe 
solntse; Best Semiminiature: Jolly Trinket; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Barbara Donsky. 

e Best Trailer: Rob’s Vanilla Trail, 

Gail Seereiter. 

e Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, Holly Pohl. 


And the Winners Are... 


By Mary Corondan 


Email: winners @ avsa.org 


E Metropolitan St. Louis African Violet 
Council, MO — Winners: 

e Best AVSA Standard Collection: Optimara 
EverBeautiful, Optimara Maine Il, 
LE-Rozhdenie Galactiki; Best in 

Show/Best Standard: Optimara 
EverBeautiful, Martha Nix. 

e 2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: 
Picasso, Buckeye Seductress, Northern 
Beauty; Best Miniature: Rob’s Lucky Number, 
Sue Melson. 

e2nd Best in Show/Best Trailer: Tiny Pink Bells, 
Anna Russell. 

e Best Semiminiature: N-Podsnezhnik; 

Best Design, Scott Ammann. 

e Best Species: S. 5g clone pendulus var. 
kizarae, Lorraine Riesinger. 

e Best Gesneriad: Sinningia bullata, Bonnie 
Russom. 

e Horticulture Sweepstakes, Ronn Nadeau. 
e Design Sweepstakes, Fran Russom. 


This is a reminder that all Student and 
Advanced Judging Certificates will expire on 
June 15, 2025 unless you took a judging 
school in 2022 or after and were issued a 
new certificate. If you received a new cer- 
tificate in 2022, 2023 or 2024, your updated 
expiration date will be noted on your new 


Judging Certification Reminder 


card. Proof of blue ribbons is required at 
judging schools. If blue ribbons have not 
yet been earned when taking the judging 
school, proof of blue ribbons should be 
presented to your teacher up to one calen- 
dar year after passing the judging school 
exam. 
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Optimara Little Trio 


Hybridized by: M. Holtkamp 
Grown by: Kathy Lahti 
Miniature 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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African Violet Society of America, 


Inc. Combined Statement of 


Financial Position 


December 31, 2023 


The December 31, 2023 balance sheet for lines. The December 31, 2023 financial state- 
AVSA, included in the September/October ment shown below includes those lines and 
2024 AVM, inadvertently did not include two _ is being reprinted in its entirety. 


ASSETS: 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Investments 
Accounts Receivable 
Inventories 
Prepaid Expenses 
Restricted Assets: 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Investments 
Capital Assets: 
Other Capital Assets, Net of Depreciation 


TOTAL ASSETS 


LIABILITIES: 
Accrued Payroll Taxes Payable 
Sales Taxes Payable 
Deferred Revenue 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 

NET ASSETS: 

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions 

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions-Designated 
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions 


TOTAL NET ASSETS 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
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$ 34,434.62 
79,245.50 
10,529.61 

6,032.22 
4,500.00 


32,615.82 
621,808.95 


2,705.31 


$791,872.03 


$ 6.91 
133.25 


93,819.88 


93,960.04 


473,352.87 
134,708.08 


89,851.04 
697,911.99 


$791,872.03 
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| Coming Events 


Check the AVSA Events page (www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org/events), search the 
local club on Facebook or contact the orga- 
nizers listed below for the latest information 
on these events. 


E November 9 — California 
Central Coast African Violet Society 
Sale and Display 

Creston Village 

1919 Creston Rd. 

Paso Robles, CA 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Mary Thompson: 
centralcoastavsociety@gmail.com 


E November 9 — Missouri 

African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City 
“Violets on Safari” 

72nd Annual Show and Sale 

Jacob L. Loose Park Garden Center 

51st & Wornall 

Kansas City, MO 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lynn Canning: lcanning@sbcglobal.net 


E November 12 — Arizona 

Desert Sun African Violet and 

Gesneriad Society 

“Fall in Love with Violets” Show 

Valley Garden Center 

1809 North 15th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 

Tuesday: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Barbara Vander Leest or JoAnne D'Angelo: 
desertsunavsociety@gmail.com 


18 African Violet Magazine e November—December 2024 


H November 16 — Louisiana 

Louisiana Lagniappe African Violet Society 
“Thankful for Violets” African Violet Show 
Baton Rouge Garden Center 

7950 Independence Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Saturday: 1-5 p.m. 

George Ramirez: Gramirez1040@gmail.com 


E February 21-22 — Florida 
Tampa African Violet Society 
“Violets Take a European Holiday” 
Show and Sale 

Temple Terrace United Methodist Church 
5030 E. Busch Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Mary Beth Bryant: 
thebryants333713@gmail.com 


El March 7-9 — California 

Central California African Violet Society 
“Violets Under the Sea” Sale and Show 
Fresno Fairgrounds - Flower Building 
1121 S. Chance Ave. 

Fresno, CA 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Lola Sutherland: fresnoviolets@gmail.com 


El March 30 — Ontario 

Toronto African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
“Gardens of the World” 

2025 Annual Spring Show and Sales 

Toronto Botanical Garden 

777 Lawrence Avenue East 

Toronto, ON 

Sunday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Julie Thompson: jmthompson50@xplornet.ca 
Brett Flewelling: brettf@cogeco.ca 

tavgs.ca 


Please Consider 


E May 3 — New Jersey 

Garden State African Violet Club 
African Violet Show and Plant Sale 
Mercer County Community College 
1200 Old Trenton Rd. 

West Windsor Township, NJ 
Saturday: Noon-3 p.m. 

April Van Ness: bvanliz@aol.com 


AVSA on Giving Tuesday 


By Randy G. Deutsch 


Email: fundraising @avsa.org 


We have so many very generous mem- 
bers in the AVSA community. They are gen- 
realize how AVSA 


erous because they 
enhances their love of the hobby. 
Nothing feels better in any hobby 
than sharing it with others who 
have the same interest. Everyone 
loves showing off their accomplish- 
ments. What a great hobby African 
violets are! And how about the 


lasting friendships gained along the way? They 
are worth every penny. 


Giving Tuesday is December 3 this year. 
Please keep AVSA in mind as you 
make your giving decisions. If you 
would like to contribute, click the 
Booster Donations button on the 
AVSA website. Your support is 
really appreciated. 
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Judges Breakfast Notes from the 
2024 AVSA Convention — 


Update on Neptune 


By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: registration (Wavsa.org 


In the Judges Breakfast Notes from the 
2024 AVSA Convention published in the July/ 
August 2024 issue of African Violet Magazine, a 
question was raised about addressing the 
Neptune problem. | stated at the time that 
| would research the problem and report 
back. This article is a summation of my 
research. 


Neptune is one of the 10 plants developed and 
produced by the Armacost €: Royston Nursery 
in Los Angeles, California, and released on the 
commercial market in 1936. Neptune, there- 
fore, is one of the earliest named cultivars for 
African violets and has special value as a 
vintage violet. 


One resource examined was Clarissa Harris's 
1953 article on the history of the Original 10 
plants. This article has a picture of Neptune 
and describes the plant as follows: “Neptune 
— plant has a flat growing habit. Leaves are 
egg shaped, quilted and shiny, cupping 
upward and often very spooned. The flushing 
on the underside of the leaves and petioles 
is very deep, making interesting contrast to 
the rich green coloring on the surface of the 
leaf. Flowers are medium purple. A very dis- 
tinct variety and a heavy bloomer.” 


A second resource examined was by Montague 
Free, author of “All About African Violets,” 
one of the earliest books on the cultivation 
and care of African violets. The description 
reads: “Neptune has fairly deep violet flowers 
with faint darker striations. They are freely 


produced and carried well above the foliage; 
the petals overlap and the general effect is of 
a rounded flower. The leaves are handsome, 
lustrous, deep green, rosy-purple beneath, 
broad-oval with rounded tips. They are 
heavily quilted; sometimes puckered into 
‘blisters’ Some specimens are heavily 
spooned, but this character is not constant. 
Spooned or not, it is a first-class variety.” 


Figure 1. Neptune plants from the 2024 AVSA 
Phoenix Show. 


Figure 1 shows the two plants entered in the 
2024 AVSA Phoenix show as Neptune. The 
color and presentation of the blooms does 
not match either description for Neptune. 
Some of the foliage characteristics could be 
consistent with the descriptions of Neptune, 
but there is not a strong match. My conclu- 
sion is that it is highly unlikely that either 
of these plants are Neptune. 


During my research, | was put in touch with 
Terri Cota, who has put forth a claim for 
another plant as Neptune. A picture of this 
plant is shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. Neptune grown by Terri Cota. 


This plant is much closer to the original 
descriptions for Neptune, especially for the 
flower color, number of flowers and rounded 
shape of the flower. The foliage characteris- 
tics show clear quilting, egg shape, evidence 
of blisters and cupping as described for 
Neptune. An interview with Mrs. Cota 
revealed that this plant has been in her 
possession for over 20 years, having been 
purchased from a reputable commercial 
seller known to carry Neptune and other 
of the Original 10 cultivars. 


My conclusion is that the plants shown as 
Neptune in the AVSA 2024 show are poor 
matches to the historical descriptions for 
Neptune. | recommend that these plants no 
longer be accepted or exhibited as Neptune. 
The plant from Mrs. Cota is much more con- 
sistent with the descriptions of Neptune. | 
would recommend this plant be accepted 
for exhibition as Neptune in AVSA shows. 
First Class has been updated with pictures 
of the Mrs. Cota plant for classification and 
show purposes. 


The question about the identity of a par- 
ticular plant is a common one raised on 
Facebook and other social media platforms. 
First Class has over 19,000 entries of reg- 
istered or listed plants. However, there are 


many additional plants available to the 
public that are never registered or listed. To 
keep the identification of cultivars as accu- 
rate as possible, the following procedures 
are recommended: 

1. Purchase or obtain plants from a reputable 
source or vendor. Box-store plants are less 
likely to have a correct cultivar name. 

2. Keep labels on the pot in permanent 
marker. Tags can be accidentally separated 
from a plant, especially if a pot or tray is 
dropped. 

3. Label the new pot before transplanting or 
repotting a plant. Check the label between 
the new and old pot after repotting for 
accuracy. 

4. Keep records of purchases and new plants 
that enter your collection. Sale receipts or 
digital copies of purchases will make excel- 
lent records for future reference. 

5. Avoid abbreviations on labels and write 
cultivar names in full. Many plants have 
similar names and abbreviations are subject 
to misinterpretation. 

6. Cross-check a mature plant against the 
description provided in First Class or by 
the seller. Mistakes do happen in labeling 
and African violets are well known to sport. 
If there is a significant discrepancy, con- 
sider adding a question mark to the label 
or changing the label to a NOID (No ID). 
However, keep in mind that cultural dif- 
ferences can alter the appearance of the 
plant or flowers in some bloom cycles. The 
plant may match its description in future 
bloom cycles. 


African violets are enjoyed by many 
growers. The NOIDs can be as much fun 
to grow as the named cultivars. However, 
each named cultivar represents a piece of 
history and keeping those names accurate 
is the responsibility of everyone. 
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Why Does Soil pH Matter? 


“At the end of last year, | started a series 
of articles on proper soil and water pH and 
how to test and adjust it. Since those 
articles, I’ve been asked about the details 
of how good soil pH allows plants to take 
in the nutrients they need. lt is a compli- 
cated process, and this article will just 
cover the basics. 


“Most plants benefit from a slightly acidic 
pH because many of the nutrients they 
need are positively charged, and the soil or 
potting mix particles have a negative charge. 
This allows the nutrients to stick to the 
soil and not wash away from rain or water- 
ing. The plant roots generate hydrogen ions 
that are also positively charged. The plant 
roots then swap these hydrogen ¡ons for 
the nutrients they need that are attached 
to the soil particles. The ‘sticky’ soil par- 
ticles help hold onto the nutrients so they 
are available for the plant, and the plant 
uses hydrogen ions to ‘pluck’ the nutrients 
it needs off the soil. 


“This process of ion exchange works best 
at a slightly acidic pH because an acidic 
soil, by definition, has an abundance of 
hydrogen ions. When the soil pH rises 
above seven, the H+ hydrogen ions in the 
soil are replaced with OH- hydroxide ions 
that interfere with the free exchange of 
these positively charged nutrients. The 
more alkaline (higher pH) the soil becomes, 
the harder it is for the plants to remove 
the nutrients they need from the soil. If 
the soil becomes too acidic (lower pH), the 
acidity both damages the roots and also 
causes necessary nutrients to become less 
available for other reasons. 


“This is why it is so important to maintain a 
soil pH in the Goldilocks zone of 6.5 to 6.8 
or fairly close to that range. It’s just acidic 
enough to help our African violets to get 
the nutrition they need but not too ‘hot’ 
and not too ‘cold. It’s just right!” —From 
the AVSA Growing Tips enewsletter. Written 
by Chris Brooks. 
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Virtual Circle Presents: 
From a Leaf to a Show Plant! 


By Sandi Soto 


Email: ssoto4 @tampabay.rr.com 


Kurt Jablonski’s grandmother planted a 
seed — well, actually a leaf — when Kurt was 
in his teens, and a dozen Best in Show African 
violets later, that leaf is still having reper- 
cussions! At the Virtual Circle presentation 
on Sunday, November 24, Kurt will share 
what he’s learned over the years so you 
too can turn leaves into blue ribbon winners 
or better. 


If you’re thinking growers like Kurt do 
every-thing right, and therefore “Il can’t do 
that” he shared a recent mistake. 
Concerned that his plants had been exposed 
to mites, he sprayed with Avid, then followed 
up with a “mite and pest control soil 
drench” from Home Depot. Within a few 
days, he lost over half of his large show 
plants. So, we all make mistakes, and we 
can all overcome them to grow beautiful 
show plants if we put in the time to learn 
and the effort to do. 


In 2002, when he was 16, Kurt’s 
grandparents took him to the Philadelphia 
Flower Show, the largest and longest- 
running in the U.S. The African Violet 
Society of Philadelphia (AVSP) had a 
booth at the show, where a young Kurt 
was amazed at the variegated varieties, 
wavy leaves, fantasy and large standards 
he still loves to grow and show. Betsy 
Branson, a member of AVSP, pre-sented 
a workshop on growing African  vio-lets, 
and to quote Kurt, she “was tickled pink 
that a 16-year-old kid, and a boy(!), was 
interested in growing plants!” Betsy 


invited Kurt and his grandparents to her 
home to see how she grew her African vio- 
lets. She provided him with plants, leaves, 
tools and the most important tools of all, 
information and support. The rest is history. 


Kurt grew his first plants in a Park Seed Co. 
seed starter stand, complete with a light, 
that his grandparents had sitting around 
unused. His first blue ribbon was from the 
Novice class with an 8-inch standard, Windy 
Day (Stork/Boone), he grew from a leaf. That 
beginning was a hint of things to come, as 
Kurt has grown all his Best in Show African 
violets from leaves. 


Growing from a leaf has advantages, accord- 
ing to Kurt. When you purchase a starter 
plant, it has at least a six-month history 
with a different environment and can take 
up to two years to fully adapt to the dif- 
ferent humidity, temperature, light, potting 
mix, water and nutrition you provide. A 
plant you start from a leaf is “born” into 
your environment and never has to adapt. 


His advice to beginning and experienced 
growers alike is the same: “Grow what 
excites and intrigues you. You'll pay more 
attention to your plants and grow better 
ones as a result” Please join other AVSA 
members later this month as Kurt presents 
“From a Leaf to a Show Plant” and answers 
your questions about growing. 
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A Handful of Beans: 
AVSA Annual Booster Appeal 


By Randy G. Deutsch 


Email: fundraising(Wavsa.org 


With harvest time just behind us, and when 
| think about AVSA needing a full “jar of beans” 
to keep paying the bills in the next year, | 
wonder how we are going to fill that jar again. 
Yes, it’s that time of the year: time for the 
Annual Appeal. There really is only one way to 
fill that bean jar, and that is one handful at a 
time. Hopefully 2024 has been good to you and 
your family and your African violet hobby has 
brought much joy to you. 


| ask you to consider sharing your bounty with 
your African Violet Society of America friends. 
While none of us can give enough to fill the 
entire jar of beans needed in the coming year, 
if each of us gives just a handful of our fruits 
from this year, we can fill that jar! 


| know your membership in the society brings 
you much joy as well as good information 
throughout the year. The society sponsors so 
many activities that touch each of us. Whether 
it be the magazines we receive, the annual 
convention, the scholarships, the awards, the 


Annual Appeal 


online opportunities or the support given to 
our local affiliates, all of it comes with a cost. 
Because we are a nonprofit membership-sup- 
ported society, we must ask from time to time 
for your donations to keep us alive and vibrant 
so that we are able to continue with the level 
of service we have come to enjoy. 


Yes, your handful of beans makes a difference. 
There is no donation too small nor too big — 
they all help fill the jar! Your Booster donations 
allow AVSA to keep moving forward, plan for 
the future and keep the bills paid. 


Please consider AVSA in your year-end gift 
giving. Donations can be made on the AVSA 
website by simply clicking the Booster Dona- 
tions button. You may also donate by calling 
the office or sending a check in the mail. 
We make it easy for you to help keep the 
society strong. A huge thank you in advance 
for giving AVSA just a few of your beans to 
help fill the jar. It is very much needed and 
appreciated. 


2024 


BO““STER 
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Hunter's Andromeda 


Hybridized by: K. Muzalewski 
Grown by: Mary Corondan 
Semiminiature 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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In Search of New Violets 


By Dr. Jeff Smith 
Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


One of the perks of attending the 2024 
African Violet Society of America (AVSA) 
Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, was see- 
ing a presentation on new plants that 
hybridizers have produced in the past 
year. There were several interesting plants, 
and some have been registered with the 
AVSA and added to First Class. However, 
not all new plants are registered and may 
be sold independently. If the hybridizer 
lives in another country, the plant may never 
become available due to shipping restric- 
tions. There are many new hybridizers 
pro-ducing some wonderful plants, but 
distribution challenges will likely continue 
to make many of the new plants unavail- 
able for other growers. 


Q: I have a seedling with a fuchsia-col- 
ored flower. I'd like to increase the 
depth of the color. What would you 
recommend crossing with this plant? 
A: One of the obvious choices would be to 
cross your fuchsia-colored flower with a 
dark blue or purple-flowered plant. How- 
ever, since blue is the most dominant color, 
you are likely to get only blue-flowered F1 
seedlings, so this would not be a good 
choice. Crossing to a dark coral-red flower 
might work, as this is a form of fuchsia 
and the coral factor will likely disappear in 
the F1 generation, giving fuchsia-colored F1 
offspring. 


Another possibility is to cross your seedlings 
with another dark fuchsia-flowered plant or 


self-pollinate the plant. Both methods have 
a chance of increasing the amount of pig- 
ment in the F1 generation and darkening 
the flower color. One additional option 
would be to cross your plant with a dark 
pink. This last option might seem to be 
an unlikely choice. However, fuchsia is a 
genetic dominant to pink, so the F1 off- 
spring should be fuchsia colored. The 
depth of color is based on the amount of 
anthocyanin pigments produced. A dark 
pink-flowered plant should bring this trait 
to the cross and give F1 offspring with 
high amounts of pigment in the flowers. 
The cross with a dark pink flower has a 
good chance of producing fuchsia flowers 
with high amounts of pigment and dark, 
intense colors. Look through the plants 
available to you and see which option 
might work best. 


Q: Can all African violets be crossed 
together or are there genetic barriers 
between some plants? 

A: In theory, all African violets are closely 
related and can be crossed together. Muta- 
tions have changed some of the sexual parts, 
such as stamens and pistils, into other struc- 
tures like petals. In these cases, the plant 
is often functionally sterile and can’t be 
used for hybridizing. The problem is most 
often seen in plants with double or triple 
petals. The extra petal trait is a genetic 
dominant, and hybridizers often have to 
work with semidoubles in order to breed 
for full doubles. The plants may seem to 
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produce functional stamens, but often there 
is no pollen in the anthers. 


Green-flowered plants are also known to 
have sterility issues. The green color is often 
the result of the flower parts developing 
more like leaves than flower structures. The 
plants may appear to have functional 
stamens and pistils, but getting seed set is 
frequently difficult on green-flowered plants. 


Another group of African violets that can be 
challenging to hybridize are the miniatures. 
Their flowers are very small and getting 
viable pollen out of the anthers can be 
tricky. For older hybridizers, the challenge is 
to magnify the flower parts so we can see 
what we are doing and have the dexterity 
to make the pollen transfer to receptive 
stigmas. The flowers are usually fertile, but 
the small size makes working with them 
difficult. 


The species violets are generally interfertile 
with each other and cultivated plants. How- 
ever, some species, such as S. goetzeanus, 
are so difficult to flower that their ability 
to cross with other African violets is still 
unknown. Bryan So, who has recently had 
success in flowering this species, has been 
able to self-pollinate the plant and produce 
viable seed. Recently, he reported apparent 
success in crossing S. goetzeanus with two 
other African violet species. If the seed is 
fertile, this may allow an opportunity to 
introduce some of the unique growth form 
and foliage type of S. goetzeanus into 
easier flowering plants. 


If your plants appear to have functional 
stamens and pistils, and the anthers appear 
to have good pollen, keep trying to make 
your crosses. Doming the plants for higher 
humidity may help with seed set. Some- 
times persistence is all that is necessary to 
get a cross to take. 


To store pollen, clip 
mature stamens 
from several flowers 
and put them ina 


small container with 


a silica gel packet. 


Q: Can pollen be stored for use in future 
crosses? Some of my plants don’t seem 
to bloom at the same time, preventing 
me from making particular crosses. 

A: Some hybridizers have reported success 
in harvesting stamens from flowers and stor- 
ing them in a small container with a packet 
of silica gel to prevent molding. The con- 
tainer is sealed and stored in a refrigerator. 
Stamens stored this way can have viable 
pollen weeks or months later. Try storing 
many stamens from your pollen parent to 
use later when your seed parent blooms. I'd 
suggest making several attempted crosses in 
order to get a few fruits to take. Good luck! 


Q: Can pollen be shared through the mail? 
A: | have received pollen from individuals 
from time to time and have had little success 
with getting seed set. However, the flowers 
were sent to me in a dried form and pressed 
between the pages of a letter or card. I’ve 
often wondered if the shipping method 
destroyed the viability of the pollen. 


You might have better success in sharing 
pollen by preparing the stamens in a method 
similar to that described in the last ques- 
tion. Clip mature stamens from several 
flowers and put them in a small container 
with a silica gel packet. Send the packet by 
a quick delivery service in an insulated 
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shipping package. Perhaps this method will 
give better success in sharing pollen 
between hybridizers. If a reader has found a 
method for sharing pollen that works well 
for them, please email me with the details. 


Q: Pve read that the thumbprint flower 
pattern can show more white under 
cooler temperatures and more color 
under warmer temperatures. Does the 
inheritance of the trait change if the 
plant is pollinated under one tempera- 
ture or the other? 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


A: Interesting question. To the best of my 
knowledge, the thumbprint trait inherits as a 
genetic dominant under any temperature the 
plant is grown in, and the expression of the 
trait is not altered in the F1 generation. 
Having said this, I’m not aware of a con- 
trolled experiment that has tested the idea. 
The thumbprint trait has many variations 
in expression that are usually contributed 
to the growing temperature of the plant. 
Perhaps the temperature at pollination 


does influence the trait. Sounds like a 
great experiment for someone. 
Ness’ Crinkle Blue 


Hybridized by: D. Ness 
Grown by: Beverly Wombold 
Semiminiature 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 

+ Discounts in the AVSA Store for Members 
e Additional $10 AVSA Store Discount for 
New Members or 3-year Renewals. 
Subscription to the AVSA Magazine: 
digital, or print and digital 

e Virtual Circle Events 

Members Only Contests 

Access to the Members Only Section of the 
Website 

+» Early Convention Registration Discounts 


Society of 


SUPPORT THE WORK 

OF THE AVSA 

» African Violet Registration 

+ Education About the African Violet 
+ Scholarships and Grants 
» Annual Conventions 
+ Show Judging 
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in the Membership Drive for Current Members 
e Give a Gift Membership 

+ Have a Membership Drive at Your Club Meeting 

e Cash for Ten or More Referrals 

Membership Drive and related promotions end December 31, 2024. 


For more information visit www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 + office@avsa.org 
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Effects of Using a 
Cal-Mag Supplement to 
African Violet Fertilizers 


By Dr. Jeff Smith 
Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


African violet growers use various fertiliz- 
ers and supplements to find the perfect 
nutrient combination for plant growth. One 
supplement that is often suggested for those 
using reverse osmosis (RO) water is Calcium- 
Magnesium or Cal-Mag. Most fertilizers do not 
contain these two important elements for 
plant growth and they are removed from RO 
water. The purpose of this article is to describe 
experiments using Cal-Mag supplements with 
different African violet fertilizers. 


Three African violet fertilizers were obtained 
from a local plant store: 


1. Bonide Liquid African Violet Plant Food. The 
formulation is 7-10-7. The nitrogen is 3% 
ammoniacal nitrogen and 4% urea nitrogen. 
This fertilizer contained no micronutrients, 
calcium or magnesium. The recommended 
application rate is 1/4 teaspoon per quart of 
water or 1 teaspoon per gallon. 


2. Jack's Classic African Violet (Blossom 
Booster). The formulation is 12-36-14. The 
nitrogen is 3.39% ammoniacal nitrogen, .94% 
nitrate nitrogen and 7.67% urea nitrogen. This 
fertilizer contained the micronutrients of 
boron, copper, iron, manganese, molybdenum 
and zinc, but no calcium or magnesium. The 
recommended application rate is 1/4 teaspoon 
per gallon. 


3. Jack's Classic All Purpose. The formulation 
is 20-20-20. The nitrogen is 2.1% nitrate nitro- 
gen and 17.9% urea nitrogen. This fertilizer 
contained micronutrients of boron, copper, 


iron, manganese, molybdenum and zinc, but 
no calcium or magnesium. The recommended 
application rate is 1/4 teaspoon per gallon. 


The Cal-Mag supplement was purchased at a 
local hydroponic supply store. The product 
was Roots Organics CalMag manufactured by 
Aurora Innovations. The product contains 4% 
calcium, 1% magnesium and 4% sulfur. The 
product does not contain any nitrogen, phos- 
phorus or potassium. The recommended appli- 
cation rate was 1 teaspoon per gallon. Note: 
This product is not especially soluble and sig- 
nificant agitation is required to break up the 
product for complete solubility. 


The plants used in this study were self-polli- 
nated seedlings from the species S. shumensis 
clone Mather EE. This species regularly self- 
pollinates. Seeds were planted on November 
23, 2023 and transplanted into separate pots 
on January 23, 2024. The seedlings were 
grown to blooming size and compared for 
uniformity on May 10. No obvious differences 
were found between individual seedlings. 
It appears that this species has self-polli- 
nated for many generations and has become 
genetically uniform. Any differences between 
individual seedlings were minor and consid- 
ered insignificant for the purposes of this 
experiment. 


The plants were broken down to one-third size 
and all blooms and mature leaves were 
removed. The root balls were trimmed to half 
the original size. The plants were repotted into 
3-inch pots. Perlite was placed in the pot to a 
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depth of 1/2 inch and an acrylic yarn wick 
was run through one drainage hole. The soil 
mix was a 6:6:1 mixture of peat moss to per- 
lite to vermiculite. The plants were placed 8 
inches under two 4-foot 40 W cool white flu- 
orescent bulbs with a 12-hour day/12-hour 
night cycle. 


All pots were watered with RO water to start 
the wicking action. Four plants were placed on 
a common tub with a test solution. The treat- 
ments used in the experiment were: 


1. RO water and RO with Cal-Mag 


2. 7-10-7 fertilizer and 7-10-7 fertilizer with 
Cal-Mag 


3. 12-36-14 fertilizer and 12-36-14 fertilizer 
with Cal-Mag 


4. 20-20-20 fertilizer and 20-20-20 fertilizer 
with Cal-Mag 


The experiment started on May 10 and ter- 
minated on August 8. Additional nutrient 
solutions were added to wicking reservoirs 
as needed during the experiment. Plants 
were not groomed during the experiment, 
and suckers or seed pods were permitted to 
grow. 


The Ho or null hypothesis was that there 
would be no difference in plant growth 
between any of the eight treatments. The 
Ha or alternative hypothesis was that the 
RO plants would have poor growth because 
they lacked any N-P-K except what might 
have remained in the original root ball 
following trimming. The plants receiving 
fertilizer should grow, but differences were 
expected because the fertilizers had differ- 
ent formulations. The addition of the Cal- 
Mag supplement should help growth as 
none of the fertilizers contained calcium, 
magnesium or sulfur, which earlier experi- 
ments had shown to be necessary for 
African violet growth. 


Figure 1 shows the comparison between the 
RO plants and the RO plants with Cal-Mag. 
As expected, these plants showed very poor 
growth, although some flowers and seed 
pods were produced. The plants were highly 
chlorotic, indicating a lack of nitrogen. The 
Cal-Mag supplement did not improve growth, 
as it contained no N-P-K. Therefore, this sup- 
plement does not replace the use of regular 
fertilizer. 


Figure 1. RO plants (top) and RO plants with 

Cal-Mag (bottom). 
Figure 2 shows the plants in the 7-10-7 fer- 
tilizer solutions. These plants had the best 
overall growth in the experiment. The foliage 
was dark green; flowers and seed pods were 
numerous. The plants that received the Cal- 
Mag supplement were slightly larger in size. 
Interestingly, the Cal-Mag plants were the 
only plants in the experiment that showed 
significant suckering. They could have been 
groomed into nice show plants. 
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Figure 3 shows the plants in the 12-36-14 
fertilizer solutions. These plants did not grow 
as well as expected. The plants without Cal- 
Mag were darker green and larger than the 
plants with Cal-Mag. However, the plants in 
the 12-36-14 solutions were smaller than the 
plants in the 7-10-7 solution. 


Figure 4 shows the plants in the 20-20-20 
solutions. These plants did not grow well 
despite being in the strongest fertilizer solu- 
tion in the experiment. The plants without 
Cal-Mag were small and chlorotic, indicating 
a lack of nitrogen uptake. The plants with 
Cal-Mag were darker green and larger, but 
still smaller than plants in the 7-10-7 solu- 
tion. Note the numerous seed pods on the 
Cal-Mag plants. 


Figure 2. 7-10-7 plants (top) and 7-10-7 plants 
with Cal-Mag (bottom). 


Figure 4. 20-20-20 plants (top) and 20-20-20 

plants with Cal-Mag (bottom). 

Plants in several treatments showed chloro- 

sis, indicating a lack of nitrogen uptake. 

Figure 3. 12-36-14 plants (top) and 12-36-14 Examination of the formulations of the 

plants with Cal-Mag (bottom). nitrogen in the three fertilizers suggests that 
the problem may be due to the amount 


32 African Violet Magazine e November—December 2024 


of urea nitrogen in the formulation. The 
plants in the 7-10-7 grew best and had 
the lowest urea content (4%). The plants 
in the 20-20-20 grew poorly and had the 
highest urea content (17.9%). Urea is a 
cheap form of nitrogen and is often used 
in fertilizers. However, urea is not directly 
useable by plants. Soil bacteria must 
decompose urea into ammonia for plant 
uptake. African violet soil mixes lack these 
bacteria. Thus, any fertilizer with high urea 
content is poorly utilized by African violets, 
and chlorosis and yellowing of the older 
leaves is a common problem. 


The two Jack's fertilizers contained several 
micronutrients while the Bonide fertilizer did 
not. The lack of micronutrients did not 
appear to affect the growth of the plants in 
the Bonide 7-10-7 fertilizer. Previous experi- 
ments have indicated that micronutrients are 
not as critical to plant growth as macronu- 
trients such as nitrogen, phosphorus, potas- 
sium, calcium, magnesium and sulfur. A 
Cal-Mag product can supply the calcium, 


magnesium and sulfur for plants being 
grown in RO water and can help overall 
plant growth, as evidenced in the 7-10-7 
and 20-20-20 fertilizer solutions. The better 
growth without Cal-Mag in the 12-36-14 
fertilizer was unexpected but may have 
something to do with the high phosphorous 
content of this fertilizer. 


In conclusion, the results of this experiment 
suggest the following: 


1. RO water does not supply nutrients for 
plant growth. Fertilizer and/or supplements 
are needed. 


2. Use of a Cal-Mag product can be beneficial 
as it provides necessary calcium, magnesium 
and sulfur for plant growth. 


3. Fertilizers with high urea content are not 
helpful in providing nitrogen for African violets. 
Look for fertilizers with nitrate or ammoniacal 
nitrogen. 


4. Micronutrients are not especially critical for 
African violet plant growth. 


Jolly Orchid 


“Perfectly Pittman” Video 


This video chronicles the multiple hybrids, growing techniques, 
growing spaces and AVSA involvement of Hortense and Ray Pittman. 


Available in the 
AVSA Store. 

DVD and Thumbdrive 
format $20 
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Hunter's Amazing Aviana 


Hybridized by: K. Muzalewski 
Grown by: Mary Corondan 
Semiminiature 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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PT-Rozalin 


Hybridized by: T. Pugacheva 
Grown by: Beverly Wombold 
Standard 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


African Violet Magazine e November—December 2024 


35 


The Thrifty Violet Saves 


By Josh McKinney 


Email: j-mckinney@mail.com 


There have been a few years since my last 
article. Since then, inflation has significantly 
impacted everyone in the country, including 
violet growers. Fortunately, there are several 
strategies to mitigate the higher costs of plants 
and supplies. 


To save electricity, try setting your automatic 
timers to run your plant lights during off-peak 
hours to save on your electric bill. Or, alter- 
natively, grow more plants in natural light if 
you have good windows. An eastern exposure 
works best, but others can work with the 
correct modifications. Use blinds and/or a 
sheer curtain for south- and west-facing win- 
dows. For northern exposures, grow plants 
closer to the window, especially in fall or 
winter. Sunlight is free! Just remember to turn 
your plants a quarter turn each day. 


If tap water in your area is usable for your 
plants, try reusing plastic spring water jugs 
(crinkly clear plastic is better than milky soft 
plastic). Set the water jugs in sunlight to 
dechlorinate more rapidly. If you must use bot- 
tled water, buy it on sale or use coupons when 
you can find them. 


Estimate which growing supplies you will 
need for the year and buy once to save on 
shipping, or combine orders with club mem- 
bers. Moreover, for soilless mix, | use Jiffy 
seed-starting mix and amend it with perlite 
and horticultural charcoal. 


If you need plastic pots, look for slow- and 
fast-food containers that are durable and the 


right size. | like the 2-ounce condiment cups 
from a dollar store for minis and semis. A 
particular burger place has sturdy plastic 
trays that can store supplies, germinate 
seeds or start streptocarpus 
lengthwise. 


leaves cut 


The Commercial members in the back of 
African Violet Magazine will often have sup- 
plies, plants and cuttings available for fair 
prices. Check with them first to avoid over- 
paying with unknown vendors. 
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Tips that seem thrifty but are not: 


1. Don’t reuse old soil, even if the original plant 
seems healthy. The mix will degrade faster and 
any pathogens present from the previous plant 
will contaminate the new one. 


2. Don’t buy a rescue violet from the clearance 
rack at your local big box store unless you are 
prepared to spray and isolate it. You may get 
lucky and it could grow into a beautiful NOID 
plant, or it might infect your whole collection. 


3. Don’t try to save and start every broken leaf 
or sucker. You will end up with too many 
plants. Keep three of each variety instead. 


4. Don’t try to save a sick plant unless it cannot 
be replaced. You will spend more resources 
trying to nurse it back to health and it will 
likely not grow as vigorously as before. 
Instead, take a cutting, clean it well, isolate it 
and grow a new plant. 


5. Don’t introduce a new plant to a community 
tray. If it has any pests or diseases, you could 
lose the whole tray. Isolate instead and treat 
any problems that appear. 


6. Don’t get caught in a bidding war for plants 
or leaves in online auctions. Use the buy-it-now 
button or ask the seller for that option. Also, 


PMAtrican 
Violet 
Society of 
America 


when purchasing multiple items from one 
seller, click Request Invoice instead of paying 
for incorrect shipping charges. 


7. Don’t forget to label any new plants you 
start. If you procrastinate and try to remember 
later which one it was, you may be creating 
more NOIDs. 


8. Don’t reuse dirty pots. The little time you 
save won't be worth it when the fertilizer crust 
grows or that fungal spore finds a new host. 
Clean pots thoroughly before using them 
again. 


9. Don’t order plant material during weather 
extremes from sellers who don’t insulate. 
Order in spring and fall when temperatures 
are less likely to damage new plants and 
cuttings. 


10. Don’t overfertilize. If you have hard water 
(with high concentrations of dissolved min- 
erals), the fertilizer salts will need to be 
leached once a month or so if you don’t have 
time to repot frequently. Run plain tap water 
through the mix until the water runs clear. If 
you don’t, the plant can get fertilizer burn. 


| hope at least a few of these tips are helpful. 
| wish everyone pleasant violet growing. 


JOIN TODAY! 


Learn more at 
sanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 


afri 
. 


(409) 839-4725 


Beaumont, TX 77720 
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Family Portrait: 
Streptocarpus ‘Bristol’s 
Spring Clouds’ 

By Mel Grice 


Email: melsgrice@ gmail.com 


Streptocarpus “Bristol's Spring Clouds” is 
always a dependable performer for me. This 
outstanding variety comes to us from Ralph 
(Rob) Robinson at the Violet Barn in New 
York State. It has lavender-purple blooms 


Photo credit: Mel Grice 


with a white throat and yellow center. | am 
especially fond of any gesneriad that has 
the combination of purple and yellow in 
the blossoms. It produces three to four 
blooms per stem above compact, flat-grow- 
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ing medium-green foliage. It begins blooming 
at a very early age, so you must be careful 
to trim off early blooms so that it does not 
bloom itself to death before enough leaves 
grow. | know this sounds painful to those 
wanting flowers, but you will be rewarded 
later on with almost constant blooms. 


Streptocarpus thrive in conditions that are 
very similar to African violets. However, there 
are some differences. Streptocarpus need 
more light to flower well. Two T-8 tubes or 
LEDs placed a little bit higher above the 
plants work well for me. Pale, bleached 
leaves mean that the plants are probably 
getting too much light if there is not a 
nutrition problem. Streptocarpus can tolerate 
much cooler temperatures than African vio- 
lets, but they grow and flower best at 
room temperature. They suffer when tem- 
peratures exceed 80 degrees F just like 
African violets. 


Streptocarpus like to be fed with a commer- 
cial water-soluble fertilizer at the rate of 
1/8 teaspoon per gallon of water every 
time you water. What is sold commercially 
as tomato fertilizer (18-18-21) works well 
for me. | use reverse-osmosis water to 
avoid the buildup of salts in the potting 
Many expert growers water their 
streptocarpus plants by hand — making 


mix. 


BLOOML 


sure to pour off any excess water that 
remains in the saucer that the plants 
have not absorbed. Streptocarpus do not 
grow in swamp-like conditions. They do 
like to dry out a bit between waterings. 
Streptocarpus may get too dry and wilt a 
couple of times, but too many instances 
of leaf collapse will result in damaged 
leaves. 


| use a very open potting mix (Pro-Mix HP) 
that has a lot of perlite (about 50%) added 
to it. This allows for good air circulation 
at the roots. Streptocarpus like to be 
potted high up in the pot so that the 
crown of leaves does not sit in water. 
Basically, make a moat around the crown. 
Repot your plants often with fresh soil and 
they will reward you with a wealth of 
showy blooms. 


The plant shown in the photo was grown by 
me and exhibited at The Gesneriad Society 
2024 Convention Flower Show this year. It 
received a score of 95 points from the 
judges. See many other well-grown and 
seldom-seen gesneriads on The Gesneriad 
Society website at www.gesneriadsociety.org/ 
conventions/2024-convention-st-louis-mo/2024- 
blue-ribbon-and-special-awards-entries. 


Thanks Rob and Olive for creating and 
distributing this wonderful hybrid! 


ALA 


Adorn Yourself in Violets er n 
Beautiful clothing items featuring African violets from Bloomlala! M 
Use code J OE ane you order online and AVSA Ñ : 


receives a portion of the proceeds. 


bloomlala.com/collections/violet 
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The Neck Doctor 


By Kent and Joyce Stork 


Email: kentsflowers @ gmail.com 


Editor's Note: A longer version of this 
article appeared in the March/April 2003 issue 
of African Violet Magazine. 


For years, we have maintained an ICU (Inten- 
sive Care Unit) in a separate room for the 
ailing violets of our customers. The most 
common problem we see is a long neck 
between the lowest leaves and soil. We 
send violets into surgery, prescribe the 
appropriate treatment and then give them 
quiet rest until they come back into bloom. 
We refuse a few patients because of 
insects, and we do lose some occasionally, 
but usually these violets pull through and 
look completely rejuvenated by the time 
they go home. 


No matter what any grower does, necks will 
happen. This is because all violets continue 
to lose lower leaves as new leaves form in 
the center crown. Perfect conditions may 
cause leaves to last longer, but no violet 
leaf will last forever. In most cases, a vio- 
let leaf will not live more than two years 
from the time it formed in the crown to 
when it was the oldest leaf on the violet. 
Once it falls off, it exposes a little bit of 
the center stalk, eventually becoming a 
neck. 


Necks need to be buried so that new roots 
can form to support the plant. For stan- 
dard-size violets grown in windows, repot- 
ting may need to be done every six 
months or so. Plants grown under lights 
tend to grow more compactly and may 


need repotting only once a year. Miniature 
and semiminiature violets need this treat- 
ment two or three times a year, even under 
the best of conditions. 


The Neck is Barely Visible ... 

It Needs First Aid 

How long your neck is will determine the 
level of intervention it needs. A neck that is 
scarcely visible is the easiest one to deal 
with, especially if the plant is allowed to get 
slightly dry so that leaves are more flexible 
and less prone to break. 


Blooming plants with this minimal neck can 
be repotted without removing flowers. The 
flowers may fade after repotting, but it won’t 
be a big problem. It is a good idea to 
remove any leaves that look like they are 
starting to age. You will be a little bit 
ahead of the problem. 


All the grower needs to do is lift the 
plant out of its pot, slice off a small 
amount from the bottom of the root ball 
and set it back in the same pot. The 
amount that is sliced away should be 
equal to the amount of the exposed neck. 
The task is finished by adding enough 
potting mix to the top of the pot to hide 
the neck. Don’t be tempted to pack the 
soil down since this removes air and 
tends to lead to problems. If the neck is 
1/2 inch or less, the violet will show no 
ill effects and can go right back into its 
usual location after watering. New roots 
will grow quickly from the newly buried 
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part of the stalk to replace those that were 
cut away. 


The Neck is I to 2 Inches Long... 

It Needs Outpatient Surgery 

Once a neck is obvious, but not out of con- 
trol, you need to use a little more effort. If 
you have put off the job for this long, there 
is a good chance that a few more leaves 
are fading but haven’t quite died. This is 
the perfect time to remove them so that 
repotting won’t be necessary again so soon. 
Remove any leaves that have a faded green 
color, that are smaller than the row of 
leaves above the crown, or that have been 
damaged and are unsightly. Remove any 
suckers or sideshoots that have developed 
between the leaves, and also look for the 
tiny beginnings of new suckers that need to 
be poked out. It is also wise to remove all 
of the flowers so that the plant can concen- 
trate its energy on growing new roots. This 
task is easier if the plant is slightly dry so 
you break off only the leaves that you are 
intending to remove. 


When necks are allowed to grow to 1 or 2 
inches, some dried brown crust will often 
appear on the exposed neck. This crust is 
the scabbing left by leaves that have been 
removed. It is fairly dense and will tend 
to prevent new roots from growing. It 
needs to be scraped away gently. Use the 
dull side of a knife or similar object and 
skin away just the dried surface cells to 
expose the fresh green tissue below. 
Because bacteria can enter the plant 
through open injuries, especially when in 
contact with damp soil, it is wise to 
allow the plant to sit for a while so that 
the surface of the neck dries and forms a 
protective seal. 


Once the plant is ready, lift it out of the pot, 
slice away 1 to 2 inches from the bottom of 
the root ball (to equal the length of the 


exposed neck) and set it back into the same 
pot. The bottom row of leaves should be 
even with or slightly below the rim of the 
pot. Fill it with fresh potting mix. Avoid 
packing or pressing the mix. Water the plant 
thoroughly and discard the excess water. 


If your growing area is kept in the tempera- 
ture range of 70 to 80 degrees and is 
somewhat humid, you can probably put 
your repotted violet back in its usual 
location. If it is cooler, it might be helpful 
to make a tent of clear plastic over the 
plant for a week or so. With a significant 
part of its roots having been cut off, the 
plant is unable to draw up as much mois- 
ture as it had. The tent will keep it from 
losing moisture and keep it a bit warmer. 


The Neck is Really Long... 

This Requires Radical Surgery! 

The longest neck we’ve ever seen was 
nearly 2 feet long! That required a number 
of years of procrastination! If you have put 
the task off for several years, the neck is 
likely to be longer than 3 or 4 inches. Once 
is has gone to that length or beyond, it 
requires radical surgery with post-surgical 
intensive care. This sounds terribly intimi- 
dating, but even an inexperienced “surgeon” 
should have a very high success rate using 
this method. 


Begin first by removing lower leaves that 
are smaller than those in the rows above 
and any that have a suggestion of aging. 
This would include leaves that are slightly 
less green than the center leaves, leaves 
that are nicked or dusty and leaves that 
have long stems (petioles). Also, remove any 
secondary crowns (suckers) that have 
formed between leaves. Finally, eliminate 
all blossom stems, including tiny buds that 
are forming. In most cases, there should 
be somewhere between six and 20 leaves 
remaining. 
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Next, gently scrape the section of the neck 
that is just below the bottom row of leaves. 
There may be some brown crust to remove, 
but you also need to eliminate the stubs of 
the leaves that were just taken off. This 
scraping helps prevent future suckers and 
allows roots to develop more quickly. Be 
gentle! Scraping should just occur along the 
surface cells and not dig deeper into the 
neck tissue. 


This next step frightens novices the most. 
Amputation. Be brave! Cut off the top part 
of the plant, leaving a stalk under the 
leaves that is about 1 to 2 inches long. Dis- 
card the lower portion of the plant. Allow 
some time for the surface of the stalk on 
the top portion to dry before proceeding. 


While you are waiting, examine the cross-sec- 
tion of the stalk. A healthy stalk should have 
a light green color with a nearly full circle of 
tiny purple dots around the very center. It 
should be firm all the way through, with no 
darkened or pithy center that would indicate 
interior rot. The outside sclera or skin cells 
should be firmly attached to the center core 
of the stalk. A slipping skin would be another 
indication of fungal rot. If either of the rot 
indicators are present, try cutting a little 
higher (1/2 inch at a time) on the stalk, 
removing leaves if necessary to get above 
the rot line. When a point is reached where 
there is no indication of rot, disinfect your 
knife with bleach and take one more very 
shallow slice from the bottom. This removes 
any rot contamination that may have 
occurred from the previous cuts. 


Next, prepare a clean pot. Choose one that 
is about one-half to one-third of the foliage 
diameter and quite shallow. Fill the pot to 
the top rim with violet potting mix. While 
it is always important to use the right mix 
and avoid packing, it is critical when doing 
radical surgery. African violet roots are very 


delicate, and any impediment to their growth 
will affect the health of the entire plant. A 
repotted, rootless crown needs to produce 
roots very quickly if it is to survive, so leave 
as much air space as possible in the soil 
medium for the fine hair-like sprouts to 
grow. 


Set the stalk of the crown into the very 
center of the pot. If the plant developed a 
leaning posture as the neck grew too long, 
there may be a crook in the stalk so that the 
leaves do not make a perfect “T” with the 
stem below. In this case, set the stalk 
straight into the pot with the leaves at an 
odd angle. The plant will correct its above- 
ground position to a more level attitude in a 
fairly short time. The alternative of repotting 
so the leaves are level and the stalk is 
angled in the soil seems to cause the plant 
to develop poor symmetry as time passes. 


Water the plant until water runs out of the 
drainage holes. This might cause the potting 
mix to sink down into the pot. You may add 
a little extra mix to the top of the pot so that 
the stalk is in good contact with the soil. 
Drain off the excess moisture. 


You must provide very high humidity (60% or 
higher) during the rerooting period. With no 
roots to pull moisture from the soil, the vio- 
let will quickly dry out. The way to prevent 
this is by increasing the humidity so that the 
plant does not give off water into the 
atmosphere. Unless you grow in an area with 
oppressively high natural humidity, you will 
need to place your violet inside a clear con- 
tainer, such as a plastic bag or box. The con- 
tainer should be large enough for the plant 
to stand without touching the sides too 
much, but not so large that the humidity is 
too dispersed. In most cases, the soil mois- 
ture will add enough humidity to the air to 
reach a good balance. As a guideline, the 
humidity is about right when the inside of 
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the container has some evidence of con- 
densed moisture clinging to the sides. When 
this is true, there will be no need to give the 
plant additional water. This container needs 
to be sealed tightly closed for the entire time 
the plant is rerooting. If using a plastic bag, 
inflate it by blowing before sealing. 


This container should be placed in a bright 
location but not in direct sunlight. Sunlight 
could cause the temperature inside to rise 
excessively, doing damage to your violet. The 
temperature inside the container will tend to 
be about 5 degrees warmer than the air out- 
side the growing room. The optimum rooting 
temperature is about 80 F (23 C). If your nor- 
mal air temperature is 72 F, you need not 
worry. If it is cooler, you may wish to find a 
higher shelf in the room (where it is warmer) 
or another slightly warmer location. Similarly, 
if air temperature is normally warmer, try plac- 
ing the container near the floor or in a 
cooler location. 


New roots begin forming very quickly. Often, 
there will be adequate roots in one month’s 
time to support the plant. This is often accom- 
panied by the appearance of new leaves in 
the center of the crown and flowering. 
Both are good indications that the plant is 
thriving. 


The plant may then be removed from the 
sealed container. Do so gradually! The roots 
have not had to pull water during the time 
they spent in the high humidity. Lowering 
the humidity gradually be opening the con- 
tainer a little at a time over a day or two 
will ease the roots into their new job. Fai- 
lure to do this can result in sudden wilt- 
ing. Violets will recover, but the stress is 
avoidable. 


After the transition period, your violet can be 
placed back in its usual location. It should 
soon be back in bloom and vigorous. 


“There is a common misconception out 
there that you cannot get any water on the 
leaves of African violets. This is not true. 
You do want to avoid getting water in the 
crown and leaving it there, but it can 
easily be removed. Water on the leaves in 
sunlight can cause burnt spots on the 
leaves because the water droplets act as 
little magnifying glasses and allow the sun 
to burn the leaves. However, as long as 
you allow the plant to dry out of sunlight, 
it is completely safe to wash your prized 
violets and remove any dirt, grime or pet 
hair. 


“To wash your African violets, use a gentle 
stream of room temperature to lukewarm 


Yes, You Can Wash Your African Violets! 


water. If you have a sink sprayer, you can 
use it. Hold the plant at a slight angle so 
the water will run off the leaves as you 
wash. You can use your fingers to gently 
scrub leaves with stubborn spots. Avoid 
getting water directly into the crown. If you 
mess up, you can carefully remove the 
water from the crown with a folded corner 
of a paper towel or Q-Tip. Once you are 
done washing all the dust and grime off the 
leaves, blot them dry with a towel. Finally, 
let the plant dry completely out of any 
direct or indirect sunlight. If you grow 
under artificial light, you can return the 
plant to the light stand without harm.” — 
From the AVSA Growing Tips enewsletter. 
Written by Chris Brooks. 
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Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Pink Pearls 


Hybridized by: Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses/P. Sorano 
Grown by: Melanie Garceau 
Standard 
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Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Episcia ‘Pink Dreams’ 


Grown by: Renee Bernard 
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Overland Park Arboretum and 
Botanical Gardens 


By Randy G. Deutsch 


Email: conventionchair@avsa.org 


The Overland Park Arboretum and Botani- 
cal Gardens include an arboretum and bota- 
nical garden that opened in 1991. It is 
located a mile west of U.S. Highway 69 and 
179th Street, very near the convention hotel, 
in Overland Park, Kansas. It is operated by 
the City of Overland Park. The address is 
8909 W. 179th St., Bucyrus, Kansas. It opens 
at 9 a.m. daily. 


This beautiful treasure should be on your list 
of to-do's while at the AVSA Kansas City 
National Convention. The arboretum includes 
mature trees and limestone bluffs, with 


nearly 6 miles of trails and two bridges 
across Wolf Creek, a major tributary of 
the Blue River. The arboretum has been 


A 


Photo credit: Visit Overland Park 


developed over 20 years, with nearly 85% 
of the site set aside for natural ecosystems. 
The remaining property is earmarked for 
gardens and buildings. 


Here are a few of the gardens that have 
been developed: Betsy and Gordon Ross 
Herb Garden; Welcome Garden, with a colorful 
array of plants and flowers; Erickson Water 
Garden; Marder Woodland Garden; Legacy 
Garden, with plants native to Kansas; Cohen 
Iris Garden; and the Monet Garden, a 1-acre 
re-creation of the famous Water Lilies series. 


So, when spending time in Kansas for the 
convention, you may want to add a little 
time before or after the convention dates to 
enjoy the splendor of these gardens. 
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cep, MIOLETS ARE 


KANSAS CITY . 9095 a 
2025 AVSA 
CONVENTION 


May 25 - June 1, 2025 


Show and salesroom open to the public: 
Friday, May 30, 2025, 9AM - 5PM | Saturday, May 31, 2025, 9AM - 3PM 
$5 admission fee 


DoubleTree by Hilton Kansas City-Overland Park 
10100 College Boulevard | Overland Park, KS 66210 SORI Wa 
S “ 

Hosted by: 2 
Missouri Valley African Violet Council, Sho-Me African Violet Club and KA 
African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City Y 


CF, 
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Holiday Gifts for AV Lovers 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor @avsa.org 


If you need holiday gift ideas for a fellow 
African violet lover, your club members or 
maybe even yourself, look no further than 
AVSA's gift guide. Board members and friends 
put together this list of suggestions, many of 
which are quite affordable. Enjoy browsing 
for these items online or at your favorite 
local garden store. 


Staygrow 6 1/2-Inch Pruning Shears 

These small shears work for pruning violets 
but are also substantial enough to trim the 
woody stems on gesneriads. The person who 
recommended them found a two-pack online 
for $9.73. 


Magnifying Equipment 

For the detail-oriented grower, consider a 
40X handheld magnifying glass. These are 
handy for checking plants for small insects. 
Look for one with a case that keeps the 
glass safe. 


2nd Vice President Glenda Williams recom- 
mends a USB/wireless microscope “to check 
out ‘under the covers’ and try to identify 
what's ‘bugging’ your plant.” 


Violets in Baskets or Pots 
Board Member Kathy Bell likes to put two or 
three African violets in a basket and gift 
them to friends and family. “I grow the 
plants and you can get baskets just about 
anywhere,” she pointed out. 


Instead of a basket, try planting an African 
violet in a nice ceramic self-watering pot. 


They are most readily available at stores in 
the spring, Kathy said, but they can also be 
purchased online. 


Fertilizer and Potting Mix 

One year, Kathy purchased an assortment 
of fertilizers and gave everyone a small bag 
of each. This allowed them to sample new 
fertilizers and determine what worked best 
for their plants. 


Along the same lines, Board Member Mary 
Thompson bought a large bag of Glee Pot- 
ting Soil last year and gave every club mem- 
ber a quart bag full of the mix. 


Watering Tools 

Mary has also purchased plastic squeeze 
bottles with a spout in 500 and 1000 milli- 
liter sizes as gifts for club members. They 
are great for watering plants. Look for mul- 
tipacks online if they’re intended for club 
members or other groups. 


Donna Christianson recommends buying a 
turkey baster for watering. “They’re helpful 
for watering starter plants, semis and minis,” 
she said. 


Embroidery Scissors 

Embroidery scissors, with their sharp point 
and fine blades, are great for snipping out 
suckers and errant leaves. One board mem- 
ber plans to buy everyone in her club a pair 
of 4-inch scissors as a holiday gift this year. 
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Single Hole Punch 

Donna uses a simple handheld punch to put 
holes in her pots and plastic garden labels, 
which can then be hung from pots. 


Soldering Iron 
“This is also for making holes in plastic pots 
for hanging labels or drainage,” said Donna. 


African Violet Toolkit 

Any combination of these small tools and 
other handy items can be combined into an 
African violet toolkit. Glenda recommends 
including scissors, a pair of shovel tweezers, 
a grooming brush, craft knife and other 
favorite tools. 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Gift Certificate for an 

AVSA Commercial Member 

If the gift recipient is the type of person 
who likes to shop for themselves, consider 
a gift certificate to one of AVSA's Commer- 
cial members. These businesses sell plants, 
pots, care tools and much more. Check out 
the ads in the back of this issue for ideas. 


AVSA Merchandise 

Are you totally stuck on what to gift the AV 
lover on your list? Try a one-year membership 
to AVSA or anything from the AVSA Store. 


Primulina ‘Destiny’ 


Grown by: Randy G. Deutsch 


African Violet Magazine e November—December 2024 49 


Streptocarpus 
Hybridizers — Cryptogram 
By Josh McKinney 


See page 57 for answer key 


wo 


Word sample S| 2 {21/1 4|2 9 


7|21|4/15| 5 
S|T|R|JE|P[|TÍ¡O 


o 
> 
| a 
v 
c 
ao 


Alpha prefix Hybridizer name 
1. Dale's or Heartland's pe tig e E a o a oe 
147 8 1 22 7 21 2 1 «17 5 
2. Neils A 
14 1 17 17 12 5 2212 3. 8 Y ¿21 
3. Bristol's — a a, | 
10 12 9 8 1 2 11 7 21 17 

4. DEM EA EA 

14 22 12 2 21 13 14 1 22 3 23 1 17 24 9 
5. DS fs ee aa ee a 

4 7 10 1 8 1 17 12 24 1 1 10 
6. AS A A ee 

2 9 17 13 a E it Ag UL 
7. PK aaa a A ee re nee 

4 12 9 2 21 24 8 1 5 19 3 19 13 17 5 24 12 
8. OD AN 1 PRA 

17 12 24 9 8 7 13 E 2 918 712 9 390 
9. UA Ani ee ee 

25 15 8 12 7 5 24 8 13 7 21 9 10 7 
10. 150 0 000 105 FE E Source of names; http://www. worldofstreps.com/breeders. pdf 


20| 6 23| 25 | 24 22 | 17 | 10 | 18 | 26 19 
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Hunter's Moonshine 


Hybridized by: K. Muzalewski 
Grown by: Belia Wynne 
Semiminiature 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Fund Reports for July/August 2024 


By Randy G. and Carla Deutsch 


Email: fundraising @ avsa.org 


Anne & Frank Tinari 
Endowment Fund: S115 

The Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment 
Fund supports the long-term stability 
of the society. 


E $50 to $99 
Barbara Borleske, Wilmington, DE 
In memory of Carol Moody 


MM $25 to $49 
Linda Garramone, Bay Shore, NY 
AVS of Springfield, PA 


E Under $25 
Anne Stemniski, Hockessin, DE 
Carol Wilson, North Little Rock, AR 


Barbara Burde Endowment Fund: $25 


The Barbara Burde Endowment Fund 
supports the society's long-term needs 
in technology. 


MUnder $25 
Linda Parker, Terry, MS 
Carol Wilson, North Little Rock, AR 


Booster Donations: $2,575 
Booster Donations support AVSA's 
ongoing general expenses. 


M$2,000 to $2,099 
Vivian Hiltz, Kensington, CT 


$200 to $299 
Wisconsin AV Council, WI 


54 African Violet Magazine e November—December 2024 


M$50 to $99 
Mary Corondan, McKinney, TX 

In memory of James “Jim” Williams 
Thomas Gibbs, Lafayette, LA 
Glitter Gulch AV Growers, NV 
Brent Johnson, Columbus, OH 
Memphis AVS, TN 

In memory of Mr. Ralph Stagg 


E $25 to $49 
Glenda Williams, Dade, TX 


MUnder $25 
Renee Bernard, White Rock, NM 
Robert Cohen, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Carol Dunbar, Mount Vernon, MO 
Betty Ferguson, Little Rock, AR 
Linda Garramone, Bay Shore, NY 
Brian Hawkins, Mansfield, MA 
Sarah Leonhard, Loudon, TN 
Marilyn Morris, Elgin, TX 

In memory of James “Jim” Williams 
Carol Wilson, North Little Rock, AR 


Boyce Edens Research Fund: $140 


The Boyce Edens Research Fund supports 


research and scholarships. 


MS$50 to $99 
Mary Corondan, McKinney, TX 
In memory of Dr. Charles Ramser 


MuUnder $25 
Ann Athey, Denton, TX 
Donna Becker, San Antonio, TX 
Betsy Branson, Sellersville, PA 
Linda Garramone, Bay Shore, NY 
Carol Wilson, North Little Rock, AR 
First Nighter AVS of Dallas, TX 

In memory of Dr. Charles Ramser 
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Streptocarpus Hybridizers — 
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Membership includes: Welcome package for new members; Quarterly issues of Gesneriads, 
the Journal for Gesneriad Growers; access to the Seed Fund; downloadable PDF copies of the journal 


Bob Clark, Dept. AV 
1122 East Pike St, PMB 637 
Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


y Individual 1 year $25, 3 years $70 ($30,$85 outside US) 
< Family 1 year $26, 3 years $73 ($31,$88 outside US) 
Green option (PDF only) 1 year $20, 3 years $55 
Visit us at: www.gesneriads.org 


Orchids. Exotic, long-lasting Rolling Ridge 
a in mystery. Rosettes 


| For nearly 100 years the 
American Orchid Society 
has been the premier 


resource for infor- Elmer Godeny 
mation about orchids 918-804-7308 
and their culture. Each 
month ORCHIDS magazine = 
brings you articles on featured No Minimum Order 
orchids and how to grow them. 
AOS members can attend Quality Materials 
monthly online webinars 
for hands-on learning, 


The AOS has 
so much to offer, A 
why not join today? Customizable 


Visit www.aos. org. 


Guaranteed 
MS Workmanship 


American Orchid Society 
am (eee. Cree 


Lowest Prices 


RollingRidgeRosettes@gmail.com 


IN AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF CANADA 
nez IN Join AVSC & become a part of an international network of growers 
S sed. Members will receive Chatter, our Quarterly Magazine 


ae aC 
a SS Individual Membership: 1 year $20.00, 2 year $37.50, 3 year $55.00 
== is = Family, USA & International Memberships Available. 


For more information visit www.avsc.ca 

or contact Laurel Goretsky at: 

32 Scimitar Point NW Phone: (403) 241-8300 
Calgary AB T3L2B2 Email: laurelagoretsky.ca 
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Enchanted Gardens 
Heidi Dillenbeck 
1097 Darby Hill Rd + Delanson, NY 12053 + (518) 895-6054 
heidisviolets@gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 


Plastic pots - 14" to 8" (round-square-pan) Oyama Pots 
Wick water reservolrs 
Permanest Trays + 3" and 6" Clear Domes Labels 
Leaf Support Rings (6"-9"-13") Fertilizers 
Accessories: Sucker pluckers + brushes + scissors * tweezers 
and much more ... 


For catalog: pdf — send email or for printed catalog send me a note 
JoS African Violets 
Petrocosmeas 


>» M 
; Violets a E ocos 
www josviolers.com - Primulinas a 
mi Me nor || Dave's (Violets... 


Sinningia Heaven - Home of the Ozark series 


Email Facebook 


"It's a sin not to own a sinningia” 


Glenda's House of Violets 


Offering one-stop-shopping for gardening supplies to meet the 
special needs of the African Violet growing community! 
Nursery pots, special soil blends, plant grooming tools, other 
specialized Items to help you grow those big, beautiful plants! 


512.988.1918 
Glenda Williams ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 
829 Old Highway 20, Unit B www .ghviolets.com 
McDade, TX 78650-5265 'facebook.com/ambrosiaviolets 
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PHYSAN 20™ Controls 
African Violet 


U ~ Pathogens 
PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 e Controls algae on mats, wicks, reservoirs, 
14 Mutchler Street om GPS el trays, pots, benches, and work surfaces. 
e Controls damping off on seedlings 


Se and plants. 
Quality iy b rds since 19 5 4 e Controls crown rot, powdery 


African Violets, Aeschynanthus, mildew, botrytis. 
Primulinas, Codonanthe, e Controls diseases spread by 
Columneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, disinfecting tools. 
Nematanthus, Orchids, 
Petrocosmeas, Rex Begonias, Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
Streptocarpus, other assorted not wanted. Take control with 
Gesneriads, and SO much more! PHYSAN 20. 


Our greenhouses are open year round. <> 
No appointments necessary! 
= Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-544-7711 
www.physan.com 


Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 


AVAILABLE IN THR AVSA STORE 


How TO GROW Se SSG 


IOBEES 


icen Violet Society’ oA mace, lie. 


RESTEC, 
CVISCE SUUS 
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VioletSupplycom 


Arcadia” African Violet Mix 


tay a 
High quality blend of 
sphagnum, vermiculite, coir 


HAND-PAINTED | | ie 
SELF-WATERING “Wick Mix” also available. “i 
AFI CAN VIO L tl 015 www Vioiets can 


Looking for unique and thoughtful gifts for the 


as, > M  gesneriad lovers in your life? Visit our new website | — 
AS 4 filled with handcrafted African Violet-inspired gifts. | 
lo | Vidas Violeta ¢ Gifts 
Unique, bandera fted gifs inspired by African lalit 


VDM Designs www.violasviolets.com 
imdesianslaogqmail FREE SHIPPING on Girt Boxes! 


SANDY SCHULTZ 
|_| violasvioletgifts @ gmail.com 904-955-2947 


Your Ad Could Go Here 


If you sell products African violet hobby growers 
or hybridizers might use, place your ad in 
African Violet Magazine. 

AVSA Commercial members receive a discounted 
rate for ads and a listing with links on our 
website, plus other special promotions 
in the magazine and online. 


Contact Richard Craft, AVSA Advertising Chair, 
at advertising@avsa.org for more information. 
We hope to see your ad here in the next issue! 


Safely shipping to satisfied customers 
world-wide since 1985! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


vc Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and greenroom 


Catalog, care tips, how to’ lessons, and more, at 


the ils arn www.violetbarn.com 


Exhibitor, collector, or hobbyist? We have plants for everyone. 


| Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning “Rob's” and “Ma’s” varieties. 
At left: one of our ‘Ma’s’ standard varieties grown by Alexandra Kravtsov 


$ A large selection of chimeras, Saintpaulia species, and our popular trailing varieties! 
Plus, the latest hybrids from Russia and Ukraine 


j View the website for a full listing and our “Seller's choice” specials. 


We also grow a huge selection of ‘other’ gesneriads! 


We're famous for our ‘Bristol’ streptocarpus hybrids 
Compact, often double flowered, some scented! 


Many more, including latest Polish and 
Russian varieties 


d And more! like Episcias (above right) A 


Huge listing of Kohleria (far left) and 
gesneriads for baskets, like Columnea 


Adorable miniature gesneriads for 
small containers and terrariums! 


We are also the source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
View the website for an extensive listing and for our “Seller's choice” specials. 


Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 
We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 


If you see it, we have it, if you order it, you get it — no substitutes! Orders shipped next week. 


Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VioletsFun' — growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 
You can also find us on ‘Facebook’ (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on Pinterest.. 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) 8: Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 
PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 


